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PREFACE
Summarized in this report is information received from State Health Departments, university investigators, 
virology laboratories and other pertinent sources, domestic and foreign Much of the information is pre 
limmary. It is intended primarily for the use of those with responsibility for disease control artivities Any 
one desiring to quote this report should contact the original investigator for confirmation and interpretation

Contributions to the surveillance report are most welcome Please address to

Center for Disease Control
Attn Office of Veterinary Public Health Services 

Epidemiology Program 
Atlanta, Georgia 30333
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Because nt I In* need to provide information as
soon os possible on VEE activity, these surveillance 
reports will he issued at various i n terva 1 s --tin i ly , 
wi'cklv, hi -weekly or monthly--as the urgency of the 
i n 1 ornin t ion demands .

We invite your inquiries or information on VEE 
ami related activities: Center lor Disease Control,
Ottice oi Veterinary Public Health Services 
(40-+) t> i 3- Hil , Ext. 3691 . Evening or weekend phone 
nuiiihe r s:

Richard L. Parker, D.V.M. (404) 631-0125 
Roscm' M. Moore, Jr., D.V.M. (404) 634-0988 
James I. Moultkrop, D.V.M. (404) 967-6/47

UMMAKY

As o: September 13, 1972, the Venezuelan equine encephalitis (VEE) outbreak 
in human.'> and equines in southern Sonora, Mexico, showed signs of being brought under 
control. file re have been no reported equine cases of VEE in the United States to
date in 1972. One Imported human case was reported in an entomologist returning to 
Cali:ornin 1iom Mexico in late August 1972. Surveillance activities by a number of 
cooperating tederal, state, and local agencies to monitor possible VEE activity in 
mosquitoes and equities in the United States are continuing.

11. INTERNATIONAL NOTES

A meeting ol the U.S. Mexico Border Public Health Association Binational 
Health Council was held in Nop,ales, Arizona, on Monday, September 18, 1972. In 
.it tendance were representatives from the Mexican Ministry of Health and Ministry 
ol Agriculture, Sonora Stale Health officials, and United States Department of 
Agriculture, Center lor Disease Control, and local and state health and animal 
health igencies. Numerous facets of the VEE outbreak in southern Sonora, Mexico, 
and preventive measures in the united States were discussed, and there did not seem 
to be any VEE activity in humans and equines north of Hermosiilo.

Approximately 30,000 ui 35,000 equines in southern Sonora we re vaccinated 
prior to the tirsl reported equine cases, which were noted after heavy rains between 
August ti-H, 1972. As soon as equine cases appeared a Technical Committee was 
established ior surveillance and all equines were quarantined in the State.
Surveillance activities include the weekly collection of data from 16 locations in 
tile southern part .1 Sonora. Vaccination efforts were intensified and aerial 
a P| lic.it ion ot ultra low volume Mai a til ion was implemented as far north as Hermosiilo, 
Sonora. By S..pter.her 1 3 , 1972 , approximately 87,914 equines had been vaccinated 
in tiie entire State of Sonora. To date 987 dead horses have been reported by local 
agencies, but not .ill deaths have been attributed to VEE. There is some indication 
oi equine infectious anemia in the area. Huatubampo reported its first equine cases 
August 13, 1972, and Guaymas August 22, 1972. The outbreak peaked August 28, L972, 
and currently only one to two equine cases are being reported daily. A total ot eight 
suspect human deaths have be«. n reported, four t ror. Navajoa and tour from Huatubampo.
(figure 1). At the invitation of the Mexican government, Department ot Agriculture 
observers are currently ir. Sonora to assist in the study and surve i 1 1 ance ot the 
outbreak. ii:ey are collecting inserts, wild animals and birds tor laboratory 
exam i nut i "ii. I :.e Sonora oti trials plan to levaccinate the equine population wnen 
the horse ■emc out ot the m.-uir. tain pastures next spring. (Source: Dr. ! . Y. Baker,
Jr., Eibi.s ventral Activities, GDC, DliEW, El Paso, Texas)



111. STAl’li ACTIVITIES, V HE S L' R V E11.h ANC E, 1972

A . C.i I 1 l orn iô
No human rases ol arbovirus encephalitis acquired in California have 

detected as yet this year. However, as reported by Dr. Telford Work, i'.i . L. 
use of Venezuelan equine CMiceplial itis occurred in an entomologist who was w 
southern Sinaloa State, Mexico, and returned Lo CaLifc'rnia on Augut 2S, tin 
onset of sy- :pl ones. The diagnosis was confirmed by virus isolation and hv s; 
antibody Liter rise. Dr. Work has isolated at least 24 strains ol SIS vine 
strains ot WEE virus, predominantly from C. tarsal i s collected in dune and ■ 
t he l::.per i a 1 Va 1 1 oy .

As of September S, there were 46 clinically suspect eases ol i-neepiia 
equities reported Lo file California State Health Department , hat none ol tine 
been laboratory confirmed as due to arbovirus inteetion.

As of September 8, there have been 2,81.1 pools o’ mosquitoes and ot in 
(over 79,716 individual insects) tested by the State Virus Laboratory. i he 
seen 21 isolates ol Turlock virus, 28 of SLT virile, 22 of WEI. virus, and so 
ideati*. i ed viruses which are none of the oer...T.on 1 y expected arauvirust ~ and 
agents. (Source : talilornia State Department et i’uhlic Health: l 7 2 At ho
encephalitis Surveillance Bulletin - "4, September 8, 1 lh 2)

B. Arizona, Mew Mexico, and Texas
No YHK cases have been reported in Arizona, New Mexico, and I ex as, b 

investigation of sick horses is continuing in Loose state?;. lexas reporto.: 
equine encepiial itis investigations were made in An gust 1972. One virus iso 
western equine encephalomyelitis (WEE) was v.tace, and t h e r e  L̂  serch.icic.il e 
that several of the other cases were also WEE. (Reported by nr. Jack Ditch 
Assistant Veterinarian in Charge, USD.-., Austin, iexus; Dr. ti. i). cibhy, f .. 
Secretary, Texas Animal Health Commission, Austin, iexas; J r .  i’iiilip M. Hot 
State Public Health Veterinarian, Arizona Department of Health, Phoenix, Ar 
and Ur. Nancy C. McCaig, State Epidemiologist, New Mexico Health and Social 
Department, Santa Fe, New Mexico)
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>i)t ana
l u i i '  h a v e  b e e n  4 2 cumu 1 a t i v e  equine encephalitis investigations in Montana 
linear vear. Will, has been isolated from one case and 26 other cases have had 
y . r.patible w i L: i tin ilinieal diagnosis of WEE. The advent of snow flurries 

a: e n d  t o  t i le  mosquito season in that part of the United States this year.
: In. K. Ivey, Ve t e r i na r i an in Charge, L'SDA, Helena, Montana)

i i.Di.KAi. A c r i v n  n;s

1 r e  ugh  June 1972 , I'SUA r e p o r t s  a total of 141,589 equine VKE vaccinations in 
Lis: S t a t e s .  lab 1 e 1 .-.hews the number of doses administered by state. Those 
n t !: . t e d  made no i n s e r t s .  (Source: Foreign Animal Diseases Report, August 
l e i v i n e y  I’r o g r . i m s , V e t e r i n a r y  Services, APHIS, L’SDA, Hyattsville, Maryland)

TABLE 1
REPORTED CI'.Mi'I.ATI VI. VKE VACCINATIONS,* UNITED STATES

.i 1 abiima 3/ Missouri 6
A l a s k a 0 Montana

r i / o n a 32 Nebraska 4 i 7 3
A r k a n s a s 1 1 7 Nevada 31 35
Cal i t e rn i a 1 1 37 New York 59040
Co 1 nr . i i l u 6440 North Carolina 17
i oiiuec Lieut 3838 North Dakota 204
Ik' 1 aware 9 7 Oklahoma 356
1 11>r i da 1813 Oregon 4 128
(•eorg ia 230 Pennsylvania 1108
l lawa i i 8 South Carolina 9 7
1 da l i o 2379 South Dakota 26 7
1 ; i 11 i a n a J25 1 Tennessee 142
11 >wa (> Texas 1.3289
k a n  s a  s 6 79 Utah 6 159
Kv nt ucky 39 7 Vermont 4196
l.ou i s  i ana 3 32 Virginia 335
Mary 1 and 329 Washington 2565
lass.ic a u s e  t t s 340 West Virginia 22 5
' ichigan 6 30 3 Wiscons in 6 7 34
M i nileSO t a 
Mississippi

2909
1

Wyoming 2676

TOTAL 141,589

*With Commercial Vaccine Tlirougii 1972
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STATE EP ID EM IO LO G ISTS AND 
STATE PUBLIC  HEALTH V ET ER IN A R IA N S

Key to all disease surveillance activities are the State Epidemiologists, who are responsible for collecting, 
interpreting, and transmitting data arid epidemiologic information from their individual States Their 
contributions to this report are gratefully acknowledged. In addition, valuable contributions to zoonoses 
surveillance reports are made by State Public Health Veterinarians,

ST A TE PUBL 1C HE A L TH
ST A TE STATE EPIDEMIOLOGIST VETERINARIAN

Alabama Freder-ck $ Wo-f, M D.
Alaska Donald K Freedm an, M .D
Arizona •Philip M Hotchkiss, D .V .M "Ph ilip  M Hotchkiss. L) V V
Arkansas G Dots M urphy, I I I ,  M D Harvie R E :l s. D V V
California James Chin M D George L. H i.m phre, D V  ’
Colorado Thomas V  Vernon Jr ,. M.D. Mart'-' D B.n.m E) V  V
Con nectia it James C Hart M .D
De 1 a wa r e F lo yd  1 Hudson. M D
District of Colum bia Will<am £ l ong. M D Paul L Rom  g. (J V M
FloruJa Ralph B Hogan M D James B NJx'hois □ V M
Georgia John E M<.Croan. Ph D
Hawaii Ned Wiebenga. M D John M Gooch (J V V
Idaho John A Mather, M D MiChae1 Dai*-, {) V M
1 limois Byron  J  Frands M D. RusseM J  M«i'tm. D V M
1 ndiana Charles L Barrett. M .D. 1 Dale P 'c lends D V M
Iowa Arnold M Reeve, M D S L Hrti’d n c H . O  V M
Kansas Don E W ilcox . M D George A M a'le*'. (J V  M
Kentucky Cal.xto Hernandez. M D Joseph W Skaggs D V V
Louisiana "Chillies 1. Cutaway, D .V .M ’ Churlps T Cutaway. D V M
Mai ne T im othy H Townsend. M .D  (Acting !
Mur y land John D Stafford  M .D Kenneth L Craw ford D V \
Massachusetts Nicholas J  Fuim ara, M D f tancis F 'tzyeruid D V M
Michigan Nium .ii' S Hayner. M D Donald B Cooho " 0  V M
Minnesota D. S F emiou, M D
Mississippi J iu  . '• • I Biakey . M 0
Missom i H D-u v< Doi,-.e:l, Jr , M D Edm und R Puce. D V M
Montana John S Anderson, M .D . (Acting)
Nebraska Russell W  Cut rier, D .V  M
N**s uda W i'h jm  M Edwards. M .D
New Hampshire Vladas Kaupas. M D
New Jersey Ron a'ft Altm an. M D Oscar Sussma**, D V M
New Mexico Nancy C McCaig. M .D
N ew  York State A 'a '' P  Hinman. M D Mplvm K AbeKeth. D V M.
New V o ik  C ity Pasca J  Im perato, M D Samuel Hutt 0  V M
North Carolina Martm P Hmes, D V M. John  1 F ipeman D V M
North Dakota Kenneth Mosser
Ohio John  H Ackerm an, M D Jack H Russt’i* D .V .M
Oklahoma Stanley F I’rguson . Ph D
Oregon John H Donnelly. M .D . (Acting) Monroe Holmes D V M
Pennsylvania W D Schrack, J r  . M O Ernest J  Wdtp V M D
Puerto R ico Lurs M am ardc M .D. Eduardo Toro, D V M
Rhode Island James R  A llen. M D. (Acting ) Thomas Greenac, J r ., 0  V.N
South Carolina Donald H Robm son. M .D
South Dakota Robert H. Hayes. M D
Tennessee Robert H Hutcheson, Jr . ,  M .D Luther E Frednckson, D V
Texas M S. Dickerson, M .D. A B Rich. D V M
Utah Taira Fukushim a, M D F James Schoe feid. D V.N
Verm ont Geoffrey Sm ith , M D D ym itry  Pam ar. D V  M
Virginia Karl A Western, M .D ,
Washington John Beare, M .D. (Acting )
West Virginia N. H. Dyer, M .D .
Wisconsin H Grant Skinner, M .D. W ayne H. Thompson, D V.N
W yom ing Herman S. Parish, M  D.

“ Dual assignment
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